“Vaishnava Jana to...” was Gandhiji’s favourite bhajan. This 
verse along with thousands of songs, hymns and bhajans 
were composed by Narsinh Mehta, the poet of Gujarat. 
Narsinh was a great devotee of Lord Krishna, and he hod 
complete faith in the Lord. From his early childhood, he had 
passed on the entire burden of elihood то the Lord. 
He himself was engrossed in composing and singing 
bhajans, leaving the strains and stresses of domestic life to 
his Lord. 


Today untouchability is punishable under the law. Never- 
theless, Harijans (people of the scheduled caste) do not feel 
secure and are victims of unabashed tyranny. Imagine the 
plight of these people more than five hundred years back, 
when a high-caste Hindu had to take a ritualistic bath if the 
mere shadow of a Harijan fell on him. Narsinh Mehta went 
to sing hymns in the Harijan locality and dared the wrath 
of the orthodox society. He was a social reformer with rare 
courage. The word “Harijan”, which Mahatma Gandhi later 
used for referring to the people of the scheduled caste, was 
first coined by Narsinh. His aloofness from family life was 
proverbial. He sang bhajans even as his wife and son 
breathed their last. 


Presented here is the pictorial saga of Narsinh’s life, full of 
dramatic events and amazing anecdotes. 
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morir NENE 


WARSINA WAS BORN BIME 2095 OF HS AGE WOULD TEASE М. 
MS PARENTS DIED WHEN HE қ 
WAS FIVE AND MS өсем - COME HERE, 


MOTHER.» SA RUNVAR , TOOK 
CARE OF HIM. 


WILL THIS BOY 
NEVER LEARN’ 
TO SPEAK 2 


А A А 2 "Ы 
Гес 7 | 
эу ИУ 
ТЕМЕ بے‎ LEAN А "АУ. ТРЕЊЕ 


TOOK HIM то THE LOCAL 


— 22 = 
% А SPRING FESTIVAL. 


ہک ہہ ہش 
ә SHE CAME OUT, OF THE TEMPLE, THE COMPASSIONATE‏ 


БАРНІ MAHARAJ; МУ GRANDSON 
HAS BEEN DUMB SINCE BIRTH. 
PLEASE BLESS HIM WITH 
SPEECH. سے‎ 


[HE SADR SPRINKLED А ШТИТЕ WATER FROM HE 
[ЛА “Он THE BOY AND WHISPERED IN йә EAR. 
9% | SON , REPEAT WITH МЕ! 

RANE KRISHNA! е 
» RADHE KRISHNA! 


amar chitra каа 


THE OLD WOMAN LOOKED ЕХРЕСТ- | | | НЕ CAN SPEAK! 
ANTLY AT THE OULD AND (07 
ВАРНЕ KRISHNA! А 
RADHE KRISHNA 


JAY KUNVAR TOOK HIM TO ЈИМАФАФН, WHERE‏ ایم 
COUSIN BANSIDHAR SERVED А5 А HEAD CONSTABLE.‏ ك۸ 


I WILL, 
© GRANDMOTHER / Í 


ГА YEAR LATER; HAPPY AT THE TRANSFORMATION IN YOUNG | 
| 
| 
| 


۱6۸۸/5/5 WIFE , DURITGAURI, HOWEVER ,RESENTED THE NEWCOMER. Fr 


сипеи седем 


IT'S BEEN ВАР ENOUGH 


ГА FEW MONTHS LATER= 
HAVING ТО FEED THE П6Е- 

BANSII NARSI 19 NEARLY LESS BOY. NOW THEY 

ТЕМ YEARS OLD. IT 15 WANT TO ADD MORE 

TIME YOU FOUND А Е MOUTHS ТО FEED. 

SUITABLE BRIDE 

FOR HIM. 


BUT JAY KUNVAR IGNORED HER AND PRODDED BANS! TILL HE FOUNDIA 
BRIDE, THE SEVEN YEAR-OLD MANEKGAURI, FOR МАКСИ. 


THE SADHU'S PREDICTION 
HAS COME TRUE. SHE IS 
BEAUTIFUL AND BELONGS 
ТО A NOBLE FAMILY. 


006ھ 


A5 THE DAYS PASSED, NARSINH LOST INTEREST IN НӘ STUDIES 
HE WOULD RUN AWAY FROM SCHOOL .. тт 


AND SPEND HIS TIME IN TEMPLES: 


„LISTENING ТО 


JOTIONAL. SONGS AND кетеме) 
| RADHE KRISHNA! 
RADHE KRISHNA! 
Е 1 


ONCE, WHEN HE RETURNED HOME AFTER STAYING AWAY FOR THREE DAYS—| 


| ГЕАРНЕ KRISHNA! 
RADHE KRISHNA ! 


WHERE HAVE 
YOL BEEN ALL 
THESE DAYS НО 
DO YOU THINK 

WILL PROVIDE FOR 
YOUR WIFE © 


ооа STORIES TOLD MOSTLY ОПЕН THE MEUM OF SONGS 


Гриетвайе/ THREW SOME ROTIS*AT HM: 


1 SUPPOSE YOUVE 
COME. HOME BECAUSE 
YOu ARE HUNGRY. ЈУ 
HERE...EAT THIS 


MY POOR HUSBAND: 
BUT WHAT САМ 
1 DO P ТАМ 
° 
Й 


HELPLESS. 


| 


NARSINH 15 SIMPLY 
LOAFING ABOUT. WHY 
DON'T YOU MAKE 
HIM WORK © 


WARSI, YOU MUST 
TRY ТО ВЕ USE- 


ж UNLEAVENED BREAD. 


SEES SEE АНИЯ: 


WHILE THE COWS GRAZED, NARS! WOULD ВЕ 
LOST IN SINGING DEVOTIONAL SONGS. 


WHEN MANEKGAURI GAVE 
BIRTH TO A DAUGHTER — 


TWO YEARS LATER, А SON 
мае BORN TO MANEK- 


Мула ش و‎ Ла 


2287892 CUED NOT ARENT YOU ASHAMED 
BEAR MANEK'S GOOD 


GROWING FAMILY © 


[THESE VESSELS = es JAY KUNVAR 
< ЕК. 


5 
ISN'T THAT 

THE DUTY OF 

HER STUPID 
FATHER © 


отаг chitra katha 


[THE OLD WOMAN IGNORED 
HER AND TURNED TO BANSI| 


BANSI, YOU CANT LEAVE IT 


[AY камиле: NARSINH'S GRANDMOTHER, 
AFTER THE WEDDING ۰ ONE EVENING — 


(рагледие/ THREW A STALE ROTI INTO 
|WARSI’s PLATE. 5 


ВИТ ВНАВНГ | HAVE BEEN 
WORKING. | HAVE CUT 
ENOUGH GRASS то FEED 


OUR HORSES AND COWS 
FOR THREE DAYS. 


aac در‎ = «кА. 


UNABLE TO BEAR SUCH 
Z Š (Ивеб;Мде МН LEFT 
т 15 КА 


“AND WALKED AIMLESSLY FOR ABOUT РО MILES. THEN, TIRED, HE STRETCHED 
HIMSELF OUT BELOW 
FELL UPON A TEMPLE 


LORD, | SEEK REFUGE IN 
YOU! | WILL STARVE му 


SRT ее КЕНИ: 


A WEEK LATER, 
8) 


ر 
7 2 < 
ТАМ PLEASED W‏ 
[тн vou. ләк}‏ ھا ہے 
қ FOR А BOON!‏ 


HOW FORTUNATE 1 та 
МЕ МЕ THAT WHICH 
ЧОЦ PRIZE MOST. 


THE SADHL TOOK NARSINH 
LORD KRISHNA’S TEMPLE IN 
DWARAKA. THERE — 


WHAT | VALUE MOST 
15 А VISION OF LORD 
KRISHNA. WOULD you 

LIKE ТО SEE ۸۶ 


HAVE OFFERED ME 
А MORE PRECIOUS 


BOON MY LORD! 


NARSINH, | AM 
PLEASED WITH You. W 
WHAT Do YOU WANT?, 


NOTHING, 
му LORD. 


НАВЗИЧН MEHTA 


HE ВАРНИ WITH WHOM NARSINH HAD СОМЕ WAS NOWHERE ТО BE SEEN. 
INH STAYED ОМ ہر‎ РШАРАКА. ON THE NIGHT OF SHARAD* РИММА? 


LORD KRISHNA 18 DANCING 
THE RASA® WITH HIS 
COWHERD FRIENDS! | MUST f 
ФО AND JOIN THEM. 


JARSINH , DRESSED LIKE А COWHERDESS f |...KRISHNA РАЈ 
ОР NEAR THE DANCERS А 4), 
HIM 


у 
HOLD THIS 


ANE HIS HAND STARTED 
урой | 


т Mr 
РВ Ва ANNES БОЙЫМ; 


чинар CORT оты 


KRISHNA TOUCHED THE BURNT 
HAND AND 161 NOT EVEN A 
SCAR WAS ИЕ 


JUST THEN 


O NARSINH! 
чоце HAND 
IS BURNING! 


HERE, TAKE THESE KARATALS™ 

AND GO HOME . WHENEVER, 

YOU NEED MY HELP, SING 

THE KEDAR RAGA # * AND 
| WILL BE THERE 


AND NARSINH TOLD HIM ABOUT HIS EXPERIENCES AT DWARAKA. 


ШЕ “лу کس‎ = š 
ОА 4 Е 

ее БЫНА 

Ер дана 

лири 


МАРИН ВИТА: 

[элмә илә FEEL. РА IN THAT CASE, YOu 

Е (cast OFF THAT DRESS. NEEDN'T STAY HERE. 
= 60 AWAY! 


LET us rest со то ٦ے‎ 

THE DHARMASHALA* | 

ON THE OUTSKIRTS 2 
OF THE TOWN. 


AT THE DHARMASHALA, A WEALTHY MERCHANT 


APPROACHED HIM 


22 N 1 DO ANY 
| THING FOR You? 


.1ک 


ISNT THERE SOMETHING 
50 


YOU MAY BUILD) [AFTER THE TEMPLE WAS BUILT-] 
А TEMPLE. 


PLEASE 
USE 5 


MONEY FOR 
your. 
EXPENSES. 


542406 FLOCKED ТО NARSINH'S TEMPLE. НЕ FED ALL TH 


ЧАТ CAME -.. 


RADHE SHYAM! 
ТА АРНЕ SHYAM! 


-.-АМФ THE MONEY WAS SOON. SPENT. 


я 7 
Ш i 


0 


A FEW DAYS LATER = 


NARSINH МЕНТА. 


HAVE YOU FORGOTTEN THAT 
WE. HAVE. ТО 2/УЕ ORNAMENTS 
Амо CLOTHES TO НЕК” THERE, 
15 NO MONEY LEFT IN THE 
HOUSE. i 
> пеш 
0 
| LORD KRISHNA 
WILL ARRANGE 
FOR EVERYTHING, 
LET THE PRIEST 


WAIT. 


THE PRIEST WAITED FOR THREE 


DAYS. THEN 


WHAT NONSENSE 15 THis? ے‎ 
HOW LONG САМ | WAIT 9 
HERE 21 AM LEAVING 
TOMORROW. 7 


THAT EVENING, NARSINH PRAYED 
FERVENTLY TO LORD KRISHNA. 


THE AMUSED PRIEST CAME OUT 
OF THE TEMPLE. 

DOES HE REALLY 
BELIEVE LORD KRISHNA’ 
WILL COME AND GIVE 
нім MONEY 2 


AS 


(- ب۸۷۷ 25ت 


victory TO 1 


27 LORD KRISHNA! 
Ез 


+ IN THE DAYS OF CHILD MARRIAGE, THE BRIDE WOULD STAY ON IN 5 
HER PARENTS” HOME TILL SHE ATTAINED MATURITY. 


А ымы مت‎ Қым 


[WHEN HE RUSHED BACK INTO THE ГА ФЕТ FROM 
TEMPLE — 221 


A FEW WEEKS LATER ‚А ۷ 
САМЕ то ШАБАР? g MY вом = 
= “жн 7 SHARP. COME ТО 


1 HAVE COME IN 3 455. MY HOUSE. 
SEARCH OF A BRIDE: 7 3 
GROOM FOR THE 

DAUGHTER OF 

АГАМ MEHTA 

OF VADNAGAE - 


“THE SON OF 
SARANG MEHTA 
5 THE MOST 


لی گی و یسل 
THE BRAHMAN, HOWEVER, DID МОТ LIKE АМУ OF THE BOYS SHOWN ТО НІМ.‏ 


уг коттоо. 


NOT HIM EITHER. 
НЕ HAS А SQUINT. 


THE NAGARS WERE BY NOW 
ANNOYED WITH THE WISITO! 


T WHY NOT SHOW 


М НЕ IS A RICH 
МАМ AND HAS 


4 


wat 


SON. 


> 


№№ 


1 > 
1 LIKE HIA.PLEASE 
ACCEPT THE РЕО- 
POSAL. 
ي‎ 


сига ВЕН‏ سنا 


MONTHS РАЗЗЕР AFTER THE PROPOSAL 
WAS ACCEPTED. BUT NARS! MADE МО 
MOVE TO ФЕТ HIS SON MARRIED. THE 
JEALOUS NAGARS CONSPIRED AGAINST 
Him. 
SAFANG MEHTA 
SUGGESTS THAT WE 
WRITE ТО MADAN 


WHEN MADAN MEHTA 
RECEIVED THE LETTER — 


THEY ШЕПТЕ THAT МУ 
DAUGHTER HAS BEEN 
ENGAGED ТО THE SON 
OF А PAUPER.HE IS 
TOO POOR TO AFFORD 
EVEN THE EXPENSES 
ОР A WEDDING. 


HERE, GIVE THIS 
LETTER TO HE SAYS, IF WE 
NARSINH МЕНТА. DELAY THE WEDDING 
ANY LONGER, HE 
МАЧ HAVE TO 
BREAK OFF THE 
ENGAGEMENT. 


УЛУНУ а ай 
WHAT SHALL ON AN AUSPICIOUS DAY, THE BRIDEGROOM’S 
WE DO NOW Ë PART? LEFT JUNAGADH . 

НА HA! А PROCESSION 


OF BEGGARS AND 
x SADHUS! 


WAIT TILL MADAN 
MEHTA SEES THIS. 


IN LARGE NUMBERS“ 7 WAS LED BY A СУ 
N HORSEBACK. 


WHEN IT REACHED 


ГА LITTLE LATER, NARSINH 
VADNAGAR — 


REACHED THE SCENE. 


WELCOME , SIR. 


=s 


MÊJ TAM мот NARSINH. 
Җ | Ам ВИТА SER- 
VANT OF His: 


SHAMAL’S WEDDING TOOK PLACE WITH GREAT POMP AND CEREMONY. 
1 ШТ 


NOW | KNOW ! IT WAS LORD. 
KRISHNA, IN THE GUISE OF A 


PROCESSION. 


۸۸۸۷۶۸۷۸۳۴ TROUBLES, HOWEVER, INARSINH PASSED THE WHOLE 
WERE NOT OVER НЕ LOST HIS MIGHT SINGING BHAJANS WITH 
ISON. SOME DAYS LATER; HIS THE SCAVENGERS 
WIFE › ТОО, FELL ИЕ. = - 


1AM NOT FEELING 
WELL .CAN'T YOU. 
STAY AT HOME P 


== 


ПРИЧИНИ МЕНТА. 


WHEN HE RETURNED HOME — BUT HE SOON RECOVERED 
т 3 FROM THE SHOCK. 


THERE 5 NONE 
ONE CAN CALL 
ONE'S OWN, 
EXCEPT LORD 
KRISHNA. 


А FEW DAYS LATER, THERE WAS 
А COMMUNITY DINNER AT A 
|BRAHMAN'S HOUSE. 


ош HAVE NOT 
INVITED NARSINH 


THERE'S ONE NEXT 
TO ME Too. 


он! HOW DID THIS 
SCAVENGER GET 


эму сеги КЕРМИ) 


AFRAID OF BEING POLLUTED , 
THE NAGARS RAN OUT. 


REAPING THE 

FRUITS OF Оце 

ACTION AGAINST, 
NARSINH. 


THEY WENT TO NARSINH = 


WE ARE SORRY ` 
WE EX-COMMUNICA- 


|А YEAR AFTER MANER'S DEATH = 


TOMORROW 16 оше. 

WIFE'S DEATH ANNIVER 

БАКУ. YOU MUST FEED 

УТНЕ COMMUNITY AS 6‏ لے 
THE CUSTOM.‏ 


IF YOU DON'T, 
HER SOUL WILL 
NOT KNOW 


[АТ THAT MOMENT А PARTY OF PILGRIMS, SINGING 


OF KRISHNA » REACHED JUNA ФАРЫ. 


% 


<A 


//МЕ ARE ON OUR 


WAY ТО DWARAKA. 
WHO WILL ТАКЕ OUR 
CASH AND GIVE 06 
А PROMISSORY 


GO TO NARSINH| 
НЕ 15 А RICH MAN 
AND HAS BUSINESS| 
CONNECTIONS IN 
DWARAKA ТОО. 


Lala МЕЙ 


Гат NARSINH’S HOME — 


LORD KRISHNA / | 
MUST HAVE SENT | 
THE MONEY FOR / ~ 
TOMORROW'S | 
EXPENSES. 


о LORD; 
PLEASE 

HONOUR му 
PROMISSORY 


NO SUCH OFFICE 
IN THIS MARKET. 


WHERE 15 
5۸۸۸۸ 


HAS THAT NARSINH 
OF JUNAGACH 
CHEATED US © 


елер MONA . 


жасо мины 
TAM TIRED. BA | [THE NEXT РАЧ= 


LORD KRISHNA НАР. 
HEARD NARSINHS PLEA. 


NARSINH WAS NOT 
A CHEAT AFTER ALL. 


MEANWHILE AT UNA, KUNVEREAIS 
MOTHER-IN-LAW PLANNED ТО 
CELEBRATE НЕК SEEMANT* 


Dr а. | 
SA CUSTOMARY RITE TO CELEBRATE THE FIRST PREGNANCY AT WHICH THE 16 
5 FATHER МАЗ ТО ДЕ PREGENT WITH بی سپ بب ےصح‎ МСР peat 


кезен менее 


WERE WITH HM‏ فی 


SINH ARRIVED AT UNA IN А CART DRAWN BY FAMISHED BULLOCKS . 


HARIJANS, THE PEOPLE OF 

LORD KRISHNA -NO ONE 

ELSE WAS PREPARED TO 
СОМЕ WITH МЕ. 


WHAT HAVE YOU 
( BROUGHT FoR ту 
IN-LAWS? 


DON'T YOU KNOW IT 
15 CUSTOMARY ON AN 
OCCASION LIKE THIS. 
ТО GIVE AWAY GIFTS 
ТО THE IN-LAWS? 

1 FEEL MISERABLE. 


DON’T 
WORRY, 
MY CHILD. 


NARSINH AND HIS PARTY WERE 
ЗЕМ ROOMS TO STAY. THERE 
TOO THEY STARTED SINGING 
BHAJANS ` 


THE NEXT MORNING | IT 15 TOO HOT] 


-- 


PLEASE GIVE 
HERE! HOT WATER 
FOR YOUR BATH. 


бле ыд» اما‎ 


YOU CLAIM TO BE А 
BHAGAT.“PRAY FOR. 
RAIN AND GET YOUR 
COLD WATER. 


НЕ 15, INDEED, 
A BHAGAT. 


И лт NARSINHS 
BUSINESS PARTNER. 
1 HAVE COME ТО 
DELIVER HIS GETS. 


T! CAN SEE THROUGH 
THAT GUISE . [T 15 

МОМЕ OTHER 

THAN LORD 

Nj KRISHNA 


Д 


би 2 
ЖА DEVOTEE 7 


МАВЗИМН MEHTA 


(MEANWHILE AT JUNAGADH, SARANG MEHTA] 
[SAN SCHEMING AGAINST мака. 


Y THAT NARSINH 15 
А _ROGUE.1 MUST 
EXPOSE нім. 


NARSINH HAS 
BORROWED SOME 
MONEY FROM 
DHARNIDHAR АМО 
HAS PROMISED. 
NOT TO SING IN 
THE RAGA TILL 
HE REPAYS IT. 


DON'T TRY 
ТО РО THAT. 
ALL НЕ HAS TO 
ро 16 SING IN 
THE KEDAR 
RAGA* AND. 
KRISHNA RUSHES| 
TO HIS HELP. 


MAHARAJ, NARSINH № 
А FRAUD. HE IS МО 

BHAGAT. НЕ SHOULD 
BE PUNISHED. 


>= 
| CANNOT PUNISH 
HIM UNLESS 1 HAVE 
PROOF THAT HE HAS 
S DELIBERATELY DUPED 
PEOPLE. 


HE DECIDED TO TEST NARSNH'S 
SPIRITUAL POWERS. 


IF LORD KRISHNA 
PUTS THIS NECK~ 
LACE AROUND YouR 
NECK, WE WILL 
ACKNOWLEDGE YOUR 


NARSINH PUT THIS МЕСКС\ —— 
LACE ON THE IDOL OF (TE 
KRISHNA IN THE ROYAL, ф š: 


|; 


WISE YOU DIE. 


отит елене Kotha: 


[AS ORDERED, NARSINH PUT THE NECKLACE | 


O LORD! | DON'T сл 
FOR MY LIFE. BUT IF 
YOU FAIL МЕ, 


WHEN NARS! САМЕ OUT, THE 
KING LOCKED THE TEMPLE 
AND KEPT THE KEY WITH РИМ. | IN 


ЧОРНЕ ынын ый 


Ж RECEIPT FELL INTO THE LAP 


NARSINH BEGAN SINGING IN ECSTASY AND 
LOL THE DOOR OF THE TEMPLE OPENED. 
THERE WAS A FLASH OF LIGHT - | 


SCAND THE NEXT THE PEOPLE WERE STUNNED AND 
MENT » THE NECKLACE | |STOOD ROOTED то THE SPOT. 


WAS AROUND THE 


NEC: OF NARSINH . 


THEN THEY VIED WITH ONE ANOTHER TO BE THE FIRST TO FALL AT THE 
о 


FEET OF NARSINH» AMONG THEM WAS SAPANG MEHTA TOO- 


FROM THEN ON, NARSINH WAS REVERED 
BY ONE AND ALL. HE LIVED ТО А RIPE 
OLD AGE, PROPAGATING HIS GOSPEL OF 
LOVE AND BROTHERHOOD. 


BEWARE 


сал oR ве seanneD ! / 


